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The Honorable Wilbur L. Ross 
Secretary 
U.S. Department of Commerce 
1401 Constitution Avenue, N.W. 
Washington, DC 20230 

 
 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 
 

The Civil Nuclear Trade Advisory Committee (CINTAC), as an advisor to you on civil nuclear 
trade issues, would like to bring to your attention an opportunity to expand international civil 
nuclear commerce. During the initial Sixth Charter CINTAC meeting, the State Department 
requested that the CINTAC provide input into the NCMOU process. 

 
CINTAC recommends that you share the following recommendations and perspectives 
with your peers in the Department of State, the Department of Energy, and the future 
Board of the U.S. International Development Finance Corporation for consideration in any 
future NCMOUs. 

 
As you are aware, Dr. Christopher Ford, U.S. Department of State Assistant Secretary, Bureau of 
International Security and Non-proliferation, outlined a new approach to Civil Nuclear 
Cooperation Policy on February 26, 2019. This new policy approach to international cooperation 
envisages using a Nuclear Cooperation Memoranda of Understanding (NCMOU) to advance 
policy and trade objectives. Dr. Ford identified four (4) desired outcomes of the approach: 

1. U.S. industry and government experts carve out critical roles at the cutting edge of the 
civil nuclear business; 

2. These emerging technologies make cooperation with the United States attractive and 
even essential; 

3. American jobs in this sector boom and U.S. industry competes successfully even against 
foreign “national champions” that benefit from massive state subsidies and state- 
sponsored technology theft; and 

4. We work together with our international partners to share the benefits of nuclear 
technology ever more widely, and ever more responsibly, under state-of-the-art “best 
practices” in nuclear safeguards, safety, and security. 

This letter recommends content, funding approaches and targets for consideration in establishing 
NCMOUs, which the US civil nuclear industry believes would help to ensure the desired 
outcomes are met. 

 
  



Recommendation 1: Content 
The NCMOU is a diplomatic tool with expected policy, trade and competitive outcomes. To 
ensure that U.S. civil nuclear industry can proactively support and follow the signing of an 
eventual agreement with meaningful engagement, the NCMOU should focus on areas where 
industry can add value. We recommend that the NCMOUs include areas, such as those listed 
below. These are areas where industry has broad capabilities, deep expertise and agrees that 
commercial opportunities exist: 

i. National nuclear standards based on U.S. standards 
ii. National nuclear regulatory framework based on the U.S. or equivalent 
iii. Commercially viable nuclear liability regime 
iv. Human capital development, education, training and assistance programs 
v. Infrastructure development and support programs 
vi. Communications, outreach and public opinion research support 
vii. Civil nuclear program feasibility 
viii. Commercial nuclear program development 

US industry has significant state-of-the-art, world class experience and expertise in these areas 
that significantly exceed our international competitors. The U.S. can deploy these capabilities to 
strengthen the country-to-country relationship and grow trade. 

 
Recommendation 2: Funding Approaches 
To ensure that US entities can engage in the areas of cooperation, there must be a way to fund 
the cooperation and resulting nuclear project opportunities. This is especially important in those 
countries where the possibility of a program exists, and the country has limited resources to 
dedicate to the cooperation. Without a funding mechanism, cooperation will be limited. Foreign 
“state-sponsored” organizations address this issue with sovereign funds. Many of the areas 
identified above are programmatic, i.e. they do not involve special nuclear materials, nuclear 
technology or specific designs, and therefore should be able to be supported by trade 
development funds. United States Export-Import Bank loan programs are essential for 
Commercial nuclear program development; however, they are not a good fit to support 
programmatic areas (i.) through (vii.) as discussed above. It will be critical to the success of 
NCMOUs that the US International Development Finance Corporation and other agencies be 
empowered to, and have policies that, actively support NCMOUs, analogous to other 
government-to-government sales programs. 

 
Recommendation 3: Targets 
In line with the recommendations above, the members of CINTAC believe there would be value 
in strengthening the civil nuclear cooperation between the United States and the countries below. 
A number of these “Developing Nuclear Countries” are weighing possible development of a civil 
nuclear power generation program. In addition, the members of CINTAC believe that NCMOUs 
could be used to strengthen relationships and catalyze nuclear trade among countries with 
developed nuclear programs, where a 123 agreement may already be in place. These “Developed 
Nuclear Countries*” are also listed below. This is an initial list and will likely evolve. CINTAC 
will advise of changes in country status and our priorities as they occur. 

 
  



Developing Nuclear Countries Developed Nuclear Countries 
 
 

Estonia Argentina 
Ghana Brazil 

Indonesia Czech Republic 
Jordan  India 
Kenya Romania 

Lithuania Slovenia 
Malaysia South Africa 
Morocco South Korea 
Namibia UK 
Nigeria 

Philippines 
Poland 

Saudi Arabia 
Singapore 
Vietnam 

 
 

CINTAC fully supports the policy approach to NCMOUs. This approach can strengthen the 
competitiveness of the US civil nuclear power industry in the face of foreign “state-sponsored” 
organizations and increase trade. The members of CINTAC would be pleased to engage more 
deeply on this issue, to provide specific input for individual target countries on a case-by-case 
basis, and to play a larger role supporting you and your peers in development of individual 
NCMOUs. 

 
Thank you for the opportunity to support programs that are in the best interest of the US civil 
nuclear industry. The members of CINTAC, look forward to working with you and your team on 
this initiative, and others that are of mutual interest. 

 
Sincerely and on behalf of the members of CINTAC, 

 
 
 

      
 

Chris Colbert, Chairman Jeff Harper, Vice Chairman 



Civil Nuclear Trade Advisory Committee (CINTAC) 
Alphabetical by company name 

 
 

1) Margaret Harding – Principal, 4 Factor Consulting 
2) Larry Sanders – Chief Executive Officer, Accelerant Technologies 
3) Jay Brister – Vice President, Business Development, AECOM 
4) Robert Coward – Member, American Nuclear Society 
5) John Bendo – Business Development Manager, Power & Energy, ASME 
6) H.M Hashemian – President, Analysis and Measurement Services Corporation 
7) Colleen Deegan – Vice President, Bechtel Corporation 
8) Glenn Neises – Nuclear Director, Burns & McDonnell 
9) Joseph Miller – Director, Advanced Technology Programs, BWX Technologies, Inc. 
10) Michael Whitehurst – Director, Business Development, Centrus Energy Corp. 
11) Gary Wolski – Vice President, Nuclear Division, Curtiss-Wright 
12) Russell Neely – Chief Operating Officer, Edlow International Company 
13) Colin Austin – Senior Vice President of International Business, EnergySolutions 
14) Robert Kalantari – President and CEO, Engineering, Planning and Management 
15) Donald Hoffman – President & CEO, EXCEL Services Corporation 
16) Ralph Hunter - Vice President, Exelon Corporation 
17) Woody Lawman – Director of Sales, Navy and Nuclear Products, Flowserve Limitorque 
18) Jarret Adams – CEO, Full On Communications 
19) David Sledzik – Senior Vice President, Sales & Commercial Operations, Nuclear Plant 

Projects, GE Hitachi Nuclear Energy 
20) Brandon Brooks – Strategic Development Manager, General Atomics 
21) Charles Goodnight – President, Goodnight Consulting 
22) Myron Kaczmarsky – Senior Director, Holtec International 
23) Robert Sweeney – President & CEO, IBEX Engineering Services, Inc. 
24) Paul Amico – Director, International Operations, Power Services Group, Jensen 
25) Seth Grae – President & CEO, Lightbridge Corporation 
26) Juan Subiry – Vice President, Market and Product Strategy, NAC International 
27) Edward Kee – CEO, Nuclear Economics Consulting Group 
28) Beverly Marshall – Vice President, Governmental Affairs, Nuclear Energy Institute 
29) Kenneth L. Peddicord – Director, Nuclear Power Institute, Texas A&M University 
30) Neil Numark – President, NUMARK Associates 
31) Christopher Colbert – Chief Strategy Officer, NuScale Power 
32) Scott Singer – Vice President, Chief Security and Information Officer, PAR Systems 
33) Mimi Limbach – Managing Partner and President, Potomac Communications Group 
34) Art Wharton – Vice President, Market Development, Studsvik Scandpower Inc. 
35) Pete Gaillard – Licensing Manager, Terrapower, LLC 
36) David Blee – President & CEO, United States Nuclear Industry Council 
37) Graham Cable – Vice President, Global Growth & Strategy, Westinghouse Electric 

Company 
38) Jeffrey Harper – Vice President, Strategy and Business Development, X Energy, LLC 
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