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Regulatory Cooperation Council News
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Welcome to the first in a series of Regulatory Cooperation Council (RCC) Canadian Secretariat news updates.  These will be sent periodically to provide you with information on RCC plans, progress being made and other items of interest.

Stakeholder Dialogue session – June 20 

The Canada-U.S. Regulatory Cooperation Council (RCC) is organizing a broad stakeholder session to discuss progress on the implementation of the RCC Joint Action Plan and the next phase of regulatory cooperation.  This event will take place in Washington, D.C., on June 20, 2013.  Further information on the agenda, location, and how to register is available at www.actionplan.gc.ca/rcc.  
PROGRESS CONTINUES
The RCC Joint Action Plan Progress Report to Leaders in December 2012 highlighted early progress in regulatory cooperation and the Economic Action Plan 2013 included a renewal of funding for the RCC Secretariat until March 2014.  A few highlights of our recent and ongoing work include: 

· Both Health Canada and the U.S. Food and Drug Administration (FDA) are finalizing steps for conducting observational inspections in each country with the goal of increasing mutual reliance on inspections of drug Good Manufacturing Practices.  Common Indicators have been finalized for comparing the processes of planning, conducting and closing the actual inspections by each agency.  Inspections occurred at two sites in Canada in late-April and early-May. Both agencies are in the process of identifying two sites in the U.S. for anticipated June 2013 inspection dates.
· On February 14, 2013, Canada and the U.S. announced an agreement on vehicle safety standards ensuring that new vehicles in both countries will include shoulder belts in the rear centre seat.  These new requirements more closely align safety standards in both countries thereby facilitating cross-border trade and encouraging long-term economic growth.

· On January 16, 2013, Agriculture Minister Gerry Ritz held a news conference in Winnipeg to announce that Canada and the U.S. had signed an agreement on Animal Disease Zoning.  This announcement signals that each country has agreed to recognize the other’s zoning measures during foreign animal disease outbreaks, thereby minimizing trade disruptions and fostering the prevention of the spread of disease.
· On January 10, 2013, the first pilot initiative of the RCC Common Monographs elements working group was launched. The working group selected common cold indications for certain over-the-counter antihistamine ingredients as its pilot – the first of its kind between Health Canada and the FDA.  This is one step in the ongoing collaboration between Health Canada and the FDA to better align regulatory systems and reduce unnecessary differences in the area of health products.
· Health Canada and the FDA also announced that they had completed their first joint review of a veterinary drug product on December 14, 2012. The approved product, which is used to kill fleas and prevent flea infestations in domestic cats, is the first to be simultaneously reviewed and approved under an RCC initiative to align the approvals process for veterinary drugs.
· Proposed amendments to Canada’s Marine Transportation Security Regulations were released for comment in Canada Gazette Part I on April 27, 2013.  These amendments propose: 
· to align Canadian and American definitions of Certain Dangerous Cargos (CDCs);and

· to add a reference to Alternative Security Arrangements (ASA) into the Canadian regulations with regard to Transport Canada's ability to enter into ASAs with the U.S. Coast Guard, as required.
· Environment Canada has recently taken several regulatory actions under  the authority of the Canadian Environmental Protections Act, 1999 to align Canada’s emission-related standards with those of the U.S.: 
· On March 13, 2013, final regulations were published in the Canada Gazette Part II to establish stringent greenhouse gas emission standards for 2014 and later model year on-road heavy-duty vehicles and engines.
· On February 13, 2013, final regulations were published in the Canada Gazette Part II to require that 2014 and later model year on-road heavy-duty engines be equipped with on-board diagnostic systems.

· On December 8, 2012, a regulatory package proposing amendments to existing greenhouse gas emission regulations for light-duty vehicles was published in the Canada Gazette Part I for public consultation.  The proposed regulations would introduce progressively more stringent greenhouse gas emissions standards for passenger automobiles and light trucks over the 2017-2025 model years.

· In December 2012 Transport Canada published an amendment to the Transportation of Dangerous Goods (TDG) regulations in Canada Gazette Part I for comment.  The amendment proposes to align placarding requirements with those of the U.S.  A Memorandum of Cooperation was also signed between U.S. and Canadian officials regarding the safe transportation of dangerous goods.

ENGAGING WITH STAKEHOLDERS

· As part of the RCC Nanotechnology Work Plan, Canada and the US have committed to identifying common principles for the regulation and oversight of nanomaterials to help ensure consistency across the government, for industry and consumers in both countries.  The Government of Canada has initiated a 60-day public comment period, to finish on July 17, 2013 date, inviting stakeholders to comment on a draft principles document. 

· On May 6, 2013, senior officials from Health Canada, the Canadian Food Inspection Agency (CFIA) and the FDA participated in an American Chamber of Commerce/ US Embassy Round Table. Officials provided an update on the activities completed to meet the deliverables of the food safety RCC initiatives.

· As noted in meetings with stakeholders on April 2, 2013 and April 17, 2013, Canada and the U.S. continue to work together to align their approaches to providing financial protection for fresh produce sellers. Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada (AAFC) confirmed that the Government of Canada has agreed to consider strengthening the licensing regime that governs produce buyers operating in Canada and that consultations on a one-license approach will be launched later this spring.  AAFC, in consultation with others, will continue to examine additional measures to provide greater financial protection for fresh produce sellers operating in Canada and achieve comparable outcomes to those provided for in the U.S.

· In March 2013 FDA and Health Canada members of the Electronic Submissions Gateway project team delivered a joint presentation to the stakeholder Group on Electronic Regulatory Activities (GERA).  The briefing covered the project timeline, and the required stakeholder engagement to ensure success.  There will be further briefings at the quarterly GERA meetings.

· On February 4 Canadian RCC Secretariat officials along with their U.S. counterparts engaged with stakeholders in an event organized by the U.S. Chamber of Commerce in Washington, D.C.  This event provided an opportunity for the governments to update over 200 members of the business community on the work of the RCC.

To stay connected or get more information…

As always, the Working Groups for the individual RCC Joint Action Plan initiatives are committed to consulting with and providing information to stakeholders.  Appropriate contact information can be found at the bottom of each of the individual work plan on our website:

· Work Plans for each of the Joint Action Plan’s 29 initiatives:  www.actionplan.gc.ca/page/rcc-ccr/initiatives-and-working-groups 
For general information please visit our website or send us an email at:

· Website:  
www.actionplan.gc.ca/RCC
· Email:  
rcc-ccr@pco-bcp.gc.ca 

RCC Reference Documents

In case you have not read them yet, please take a look at some of our previously published RCC documents:

· Canada - U.S. Regulatory Cooperation Council Joint Action Plan Progress Report to Leaders (December 2012)

· U.S. Executive Order 13609 promoting international regulatory cooperation (May 1, 2012)  

· RCC Joint Action Plan  (December 2011)
· What Canadians Told Us: A Report on Consultations on Regulatory Cooperation Between Canada and the United States  (August 2011) 

Subscribe / Unsubscribe to this E-newsletter
This newsletter is being sent via email to stakeholders and individuals who have played a part in our process up to this point – those who have engaged with our officials, attended meetings or conferences, sent us correspondence, or participated in our engagement exercises.  
If you or a colleague would like to be added to the distribution list for future e-newsletters, please send an email to psec-spce@pco-bcp.gc.ca with "subscribe" in the subject line.
If you don't want to receive RCC e-newsletters in the future, please send an email to psec-spce@pco-bcp.gc.ca with "unsubscribe" in the subject line
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